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Dear Williamston Community Members, 
 
Through the perseverance and dedication of our staff, students, and parents, Williamston Community 
Schools continued to set the standard for educational excellence throughout the 2021-2022 year. 
While the pandemic created considerable challenges, collectively we overcame the obstacles it 
presented. I am immensely grateful for the unparalleled professionalism of our educators. The time 
and attention to detail required from all our staff was greater than ever, yet they surpassed every 
expectation.  
 
The results of their hard work are evident through the multitude of awards and recognitions the District 
has received. It is even further illustrated by the countless small victories which take place every day 
in our classrooms. It is no surprise that WCS has resumed its pre-Covid 19 trend as the most sought-
after school district in the area for new enrollments.  
 
Tremendous progress was made this year on a wide variety of district goals, including several large-
scale facilities projects. Work continues on many items over the next several months. All our 
campuses will be busy with activity during the summer. A summary of the District’s notable 
accomplishments from this past school year are listed below. 
 
Academics: 
 

● #17 out of over 1,200 high schools in Michigan for the highest graduation rate 
● Recipient of the inaugural College Success Gold Award by GreatSchools.org for preparing 

students for success after graduation 
● Rated one of Michigan’s Best School Districts by Niche.com for the seventh straight year 
● Williamston High School included in the Best U.S. High Schools list for the third consecutive 

year by U.S. News and World Report 
● Williamston students far surpassed area, state, and national academic growth rates per data 

collected by the Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA)  
 
Facilities: 
 

● Winner of the 2021 Fields of Excellence Award bestowed by Pioneer Athletics for preparing 
and maintaining “exceptional fields of play” 

● $625,000 investment in HVAC upgrades to Williamston Middle School to be completed this 
summer, including a completely new heating and cooling system 

● $750,000 roof replacement to be installed this summer at Discovery Elementary 
● $125,000 investment in upgrading the heating and cooling system at Explorer Elementary, 

also to be installed this summer 
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Safety and Security: 
 

● $500,000 allocation, primarily from the District Sinking Fund, to construct secure entrances 
this summer at Discovery Elementary and Little Hornets Preschool 

● All district schools have MI HEART Safe Certified Cardiac Response Plans 
● Validation of the District’s Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) by the Ingham County 

Department of Emergency Management 
 
Finances: 
 

● The District received another clean audit (an unqualified opinion) reflecting accurate financial 
reporting, effective fiscal controls, and appropriate use of taxpayer dollars  

● A fund balance of over 10% of revenues, indicating an increased level of fiscal stability 
● Moody’s increased the District’s bond rating to A3, the fourth increase in four years 
● The technology department was awarded an Emergency Connectivity Fund grant worth 

$130,000 to provide high-speed home internet and a mobile device to Williamston families 
who lack adequate access  

 
Athletics: 
 

● Boys Basketball State Champions, #1 overall basketball team in Michigan by MaxPreps 
● Girls Cross Country State Finals Qualifiers 
● Individual state qualifiers in wrestling, boys tennis, girls and boys swim and dive, boys cross 

country, and girls track, including a three-time state wrestling champion 
● Girls Soccer Team Ranked as high as #1 in the state during their ongoing season 

 
Performing Arts and Co-Curricular Activities: 
 

● The high school First Robotics team recorded its first-ever Top 20 finish in just its second year 
of in-person competition 

● The middle school Quiz Bowl team qualified for the National Tournament in Chicago for the 
third consecutive year 

● Three students qualified for the Business Professionals of America finals in Dallas 
● The middle school choir and high school Madrigal choir earned Division I ratings at their 

respective district choral festivals 
● Williamston 7th-grade, 8th-grade, and High School Concert Bands all earned Division I ratings 

at MSBOA District Band Festival 
● The Spring Art Competition returned, for the first time since 2019, recognizing outstanding 

student artists 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support of Williamston Community Schools. Stay informed at gowcs.net. 
Go Hornets! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Adam Spina 
Superintendent 


